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  The Law, Youth and Citizenship New York State High School Mock Trial Program, sponsored by the New York State Bar Association and the New York Bar 
Foundation, provides a variety of ways for students to address the Common Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.  Students who 
participate in Mock Trial enhance the knowledge, skills, and attitudes required to participate as active, engaged, and informed citizens in our democratic society.  
As a result of their participation in Mock Trial, students gain a better understanding of the United States legal system, the law, the court system, and their rights 
and responsibilities as citizens.   
  The New York State Mock Trial Program includes opportunities for students to meet the following Common Core Learning Standards: 

• Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6‐12 
• Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6‐12 
• Language Standards 6‐12 
• Speaking and Listening Standards 6‐12 
 
In addition to these standards, students who take part  in Mock Trial programs actively demonstrate the following capacities as outlined  in the New York 
State Common Core Learning Standards (see: New York State P‐12 Common Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy (January 10, 2011, 
p. 5). 

• They demonstrate independence by researching mock trial cases, presenting opening and closing arguments, responding to questions, and speaking 
extemporaneously 

• They build strong content knowledge by acquiring a deeper understanding of the law, court procedures, the workings of the legal system, and the 
importance of the United States Constitution in our judicial system 

• They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline by preparing their courtroom presentations, responding to opposing 
arguments, working as a member of a legal team, speaking comfortably with adults, and demonstrating self‐confidence and poise in court 

• They comprehend as well as critique by serving as members of the mock trial team, actively listening to presentations by others, practicing proper 
courtroom decorum, and cooperating in the preparation of courtroom exhibits and evidence  

• They value evidence as they research and analyze the mock trial case study, review relevant case law, define important legal terminology, apply the 
rules of evidence, and cite related Constitutional precedents  

• They use technology and digital media strategically and capably as they prepare their case presentations and research related case law and 
precedents 

• They come to understand other perspectives and cultures by working cooperatively with other members of their mock trial team, listening to and  
responding to different perspectives, practicing proper courtroom decorum, and viewing the issues and case study from different viewpoints. 



Common Core Learning Standards & the New York State Mock Trial Program 
 

 

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12 
Key Ideas and Details  

 Grades 9-12 students: 

• Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a 

whole. 

• Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source, 

provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 

details and ideas. 

• Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 

explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

Students who participate in Mock Trial programs demonstrate 

this standard by: 

• Researching the case study, defining legal terminology, applying 

the rules of evidence, developing arguments to support their 

positions, and practicing proper courtroom procedures 

Craft and Structure 

 Grades 9-12 students: 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, including 

analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course 

of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

• Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key 

sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole. 

• Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by 

assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.  

Students who participate in Mock Trial programs demonstrate 

this standard by: 

• Defining key legal terminology and vocabulary used in the mock 

trial case study 

• Analyzing the important issues and questions presented in the case 

and relating them to their team strategy 

• Presenting the facts, issues, and evidence in the mock trial case 

study from different perspectives and arguing the case from 

different points of view 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

 Grades 9-12 students: 

• Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 

address a question or solve a problem. 

• Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or  

challenging them with other information. 

• Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a 

coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

Students who participate in Mock Trial programs demonstrate 

this standard by: 

• Analyzing the evidence in the mock trial case study and presenting 

the facts and legal issues of the case in a variety of formats 

• Challenging evidence and arguments presented by opposing 

counsel during the trial 

• Using outside information to support their presentation of the mock 

trial case, including case law and other legal precedents 

• Responding to questions and objections raised during the trial 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 6-12 
Text Types and Purposes 

 Grades 9-12 students: 

• Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 

distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 

data and evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) 

and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the audience’s 

knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

• Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument 

presented. 

Students who participate in Mock Trial programs demonstrate this 

standard by: 

• Preparing legal summaries of the mock trial case study detailing the 

facts, issues, and questions 

• Writing opening and closing statements that present the evidence in the 

case and support the team’s position on the verdict 

• Preparing questions for witnesses for direct examination and for cross 

examination 

• Challenging claims and arguments made by opposing counsel 

• Using the correct legal terminology and practicing proper courtroom 

decorum 

 

Language Standards 6-12 
Conventions of Standard English 

 Grades 9-12 students: 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and 

is sometimes contested. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references as needed. 

 

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 

b. Spell correctly. 

Students who participate in Mock Trial programs demonstrate this 

standard by: 

• Preparing opening and closing statements which use the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage 

• Posing questions to witnesses that are clear, concise, and correctly 

phrased  

• Challenging statements made by witnesses or opposing counsel using 

standard English grammar and usage 

• Responding to judge’s questions with clear, logical answers based on the 

facts of the case and/or legal precedents 

 

Speaking & Listening Standards 6-12 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

 Grades 9-12 students: 

• Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 

perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 

perspectives are addressed, and the organization,  development, substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

Students who participate in Mock Trial programs demonstrate this 

standard by: 

• Clearly and concisely describing the facts of the case 

• Presenting logical, well-developed arguments that support their position on 

the verdict in the case 

• Responding to arguments made by opposing counsel and explaining why 

these arguments are invalid 

• Challenging witnesses to provide evidence based on the facts of the case 
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Quality Review Rubric for ELA/Literacy (Grades 3-5) and ELA (Grades 6-12) Lessons & Units 
Grade:         Literacy Lesson/Unit Title:                                       Overall Rating: 

Quality Rubric created by the Tri-State Collaborative (Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island) – facilitated by Achieve 3/2/12 
 

  

I. Alignment to the Rigors of the CCSS  II. Key Areas of Focus in the CCSS III. Instructional Supports  IV. Assessment  

The lesson/unit aligns with the letter and spirit of the 
CCSS: 

ο Focuses teaching and learning on a targeted set 
of grade-level CCS ELA/Literacy standards.** 

ο Makes close reading of text(s) a central focus of 
instruction and includes sequences of text-
dependent questions that cause students to 
read closely, examine textual evidence, and 
discern deep meaning.** 

ο Includes a clear and explicit purpose for 
instruction and selects text(s) that are of 
sufficient quality and scope for the stated 
purpose.**  

ο Focuses on quality text selections that measure 
within the grade-level text complexity band.** 
(i.e., present vocabulary, syntax, text structures, 
levels of meaning/purpose, and other qualitative 
characteristics that are similar to CCSS grade-
level exemplars [Appendices A and B])  

In addition, for units: 

ο Integrates reading, writing, speaking and 
listening so that students apply and synthesize 
advancing literacy skills. 

ο (Grades 3-5) Builds students’ content 
knowledge and their understanding of the 
reading and writing norms in history/social 
studies, the arts, science or technical subjects. 
(Note: Grades 6-12 rubric for literacy in 
history/social studies and science is under 
development.) 

The lesson/unit addresses key areas of focus in the CCSS: 

ο Text-Based Evidence: Facilitates rich and rigorous 
evidence-based discussions and writing through 
specific, thought-provoking questions about common 
texts (including, when applicable, illustrations, charts, 
diagrams, audio/video, and media).** 

ο Writing from Sources: Routinely expects that 
students draw evidence from texts to inform, explain, 
or make an argument in various written forms (notes, 
summaries, short responses, or formal essays).** 

ο Academic Vocabulary: Focuses on building students’ 
academic vocabulary throughout instruction.** 

In addition, for units: 

ο Increasing Text Complexity: Focuses students on the 
close reading of a progression of complex texts 
drawn from the grade-level band. Provides text-
centered learning that is sequenced, scaffolded, and 
supported to advance students toward independent 
reading of complex texts at the CCR level.** 

ο Balance of Texts: Includes a balance of informational 
and literary texts as stipulated in the CCSS [p.5] and 
indicated by instructional time.** 

ο Building Disciplinary Knowledge:  Provides 
opportunities for students to build knowledge about 
a topic or subject through analysis of strategically 
sequenced, discipline-specific texts. 

ο Balance of Writing: Includes a balance of on-demand 
and process writing (e.g. multiple drafts and revisions 
over time) and short, focused research projects. 

The lesson/unit is responsive to varied student learning needs: 

ο Cultivates student interest and engagement in reading, writing, and 
speaking about texts.** 

ο Provides all students with multiple opportunities to engage with text 
of appropriate complexity for the grade level; includes appropriate 
scaffolding so that students directly experience the complexity of the 
text.** 

ο Focuses on sections of text(s) presenting the greatest challenge 
through discussion questions and other supports that promote deep 
thinking. 

ο Integrates appropriate supports for students who are ELL, students 
with disabilities, and students reading well below the grade level text 
band. 

ο Provides extensions and/or more advanced text for students reading 
well above the grade level text band. 

In addition, for units: 

ο Includes a progression of learning where concepts and/or skills 
advance and deepen over time.** 

ο Gradually removes supports, requiring students to demonstrate their 
independent capacities. 

ο Provides for authentic learning, application of literacy skills, student-
directed inquiry, analysis, evaluation, and/or reflection.  

ο Integrates targeted instruction in such areas as grammar and 
conventions, writing strategies, fluency, and all aspects of 
foundational reading for grades 3-5.  

ο Includes regular independent reading based on student choice and 
interest to build stamina, confidence, and motivation. 

ο Uses technology and media to deepen learning and draw attention 
to evidence and texts as appropriate. 

The lesson/unit regularly 
assesses whether students are 
mastering standards-based 
content:  

ο Elicits direct, observable 
evidence of the degree to 
which a student can 
independently demonstrate 
the major targeted grade 
level CCSS standards with 
appropriately complex 
text(s).**  

ο Assesses student 
proficiency using methods 
that are unbiased and 
accessible to all students.**  

ο Includes aligned rubrics 
and/or assessment 
guidelines that provide 
sufficient guidance for 
interpreting 
performance.** 

In addition, for units: 

ο Uses varied modes of 
assessment, including a 
range of pre, formative, 
summative, and self-
assessment measures. 

Rating:    3      2      1      0 Rating:    3      2      1      0 Rating:    3      2      1      0 Rating:    3      2      1      0 
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